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The duties of the four castes are given in some books of
this kind. Others lay down the dates on which it is improper
to institute a law-suit or when a husband should approach his
wife, etc. (ef. Manu III. 45).

It was not the custom in Java to use match-makers in
contracting a marriage. Some gold was paid to the relations of
the girl and then the marriage took place1. In Borneo they
sent, as marriage-presents, first the wine made of cocoanut-
tree, then areca-nuts, and nest a finger ring. At last they sent
some cotton cloth or weighed out some gold or silver2. In
Kora and Kalah (Malay Peninsula) they gave no other presents
than areca-nuts, sometimes as many as two hundred trays3.

The details of marriage ceremony in Java may be gathered
from the following description.

"When a man marries, he goes first to the house of the bride
to conclude the marriage, and three days afterwards he brings
his wife home, on which occasion the relations of the bride-
groom beat copper drums and gongs, blow on cocoanut shells,
beat drums made of bamboo, and burn fireworks, whilst a
number of men armed with small swords surround them. The
bride has hair hanging loose, the upper part of her body and
feet naked ; round her waist a piece of green flowered cloth is
fastened ; on her head she wears strings of golden beads, and
on the wrists bracelets of gold and silver nicely ornamented,

"The relations, friends and neighbours bring penang and
betel, whilst with garlands of flowers and leaves they adorn a
little ship which they carry along with the newly married as a
form of congratulation. Arriving at the house they beat drums
and gongs and rejoice for several days after which they go
away."*

Some of the Chinese accounts testify to a very high degree
of conjugal love and fidelity. In Hsing-Cha Sheng-lan occurs
the following passage about Ma-yi-tung which has been
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